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UPDATE ON DR. BINAYAK SEN’S CASE  
 

The Trial Begins! 
 
Raipur, 30.04.2008: 

 
 The much-awaited Trial of Dr. Binayak Sen, General Secretary, PUCL –CG, 
began today in the Court of Sri B S Saluja, Additional District & Sessions Judge 
(Fast Track Court) at Raipur.  
 
 The prosecution produced one witness, Sri Anil Kumar, who deposed before 
the Court about search, seizure, arrest etc., of Sri Piyush Guha, a co-accused, who 
is charged of carrying out three letters from Sri Narayan Sanyal (lodged in Raipur 
Central Jail), passed on by Dr. Binayak Sen. The prosecution was represented by 
Adv  T C Pandya, and from the side of the defense, Sr. Adv Anjanna Prakash and 
Adv Mahendra Dubey represented Dr. Binayak Sen, Adv T C Farhan represented Sri 
Piyush Guha. Tomorrow, two witnesses will be produced by the prosecution. In all 
six witnesses are to be produced in four days ending May 3, 2008. 
 
 In the morning, Dr. Binayak Sen was brought from the Raipur Central Jail, but 
the two accused, Sri Piyush Guha and Sri Narayan Sanyal were not brought on the 
pretext that the police had no sufficient security personnel available. This appeared 
to be a clear-cut case of delay-tactics being adopted by the prosecution the PUCL 
office-bearers intervened, and took the matter both with the high officials in the 
police, and also the Court. While the fact of the matter is that in the Order dated 2nd 
February 2008 itself the Court had directed that the accused should be produced 
before the Court during the trial, why the State Police had not made adequate 
arrangements. Thus, it was only around 1:15 pm that the two accused were brought 
from Raipur Central Jail, hardly a Kilometer from the Court premises.  
 
 The Trial proceedings began immediately thereafter, and concluded by 5 pm.  
 
 An unfortunate incident happened, when during the search, a Swiss pen-knife 
was found in the bag of Mr. T G Ajay, a member of the State Executive Committee of 
PUCL-CG. Although it was purely “unintentional” and a case of “carelessness” on the 
part of Mr. Ajay, the media has blown the incident out of proportions, and also 
spread falsehoods like “Mr. Ajay was taken into custody by the police”, and that “a 
threatening knife was recovered from his person, while he was trying to meet Dr. 
Binayak Sen”, etc. etc.  
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 While the fact of the matter is that the police simply confiscated the Swiss 
pen-knife, and brought it to the notice of the Court, filing a photograph and a report 
on the incident. Mr. Ajay T G remained in the Court premises till late in the evening, 
even after the conclusion of the Trial proceedings. He also signed a document 
stating that the instrument confiscated is only a cutter.  
 
 Members of the PUCL, supporters, friends and family members are present in 
large numbers during the hearing. Prominent among these were Com. Janak Lal 
Thakur, President, Chhattisgarh Mukti Morcha, Kavita Srivastava, Secretary, 
National PUCL & General Secretary, Rajasthan PUCL, Ms. Shahana, PUDR, New 
Delhi, Sidhdhartha Narain & Usha from Alternative Law Forum, Bangalore, Com 
Sheikh Ansar, Vice-President, CMM, Rajendra K Sail, President, CG PUCL, Dr. Ilina 
Sen, Adv Sadiq Ali, Ajay T G -- all members of CG PUCL. 
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